THE MESOPOTAMIA^ CAMPAIGN.	3
At the beginning of the twentieth century there occurred
two events which had an important bearing on the political
situation in the Middle Bast. The first was the " convention "
between Germany and Turkey (to the almost total exclusion
of French and British commercial interests) for the con-
struction of the Constantinople-Baghdad railway; the second
was the discovery of oil in Southern Persia, in the neighbour-
hood of Shustar, by the late Mr. W. K. D'Arcy, who
obtained concessions from the Persian Government for five
hundred thousand square miles of territory there and, helped
by Lord Fisher (who was then First Sea Lord at the
Admiralty), formed, in 1909, the Anglo-Persian Oil
Company—an all-British Company. A few years later,
the then First Lord (Mr. Winston Churchill), after a
special Commission of Enquiry had examined the
prospects of the company, acquired a controlling interest
for the British Government by purchasing £2,200,000 worth
of Ordinary Shares. It is interesting to note that this
transaction was not put forward for the sanction of Parlia-
ment until after the purchase of the shares had been made,
a fact which has a parallel in the action of Disraeli in 1875_,
when he, as Foreign Minister, bought on his own responsi-
bility £i,0)QO,000 worth of Suez Canal shares from the
Khedive of Egypt. Both actions were chiefly due to
personal initiative on the part of Ministers of the Crown;
both had very far-reaching strategical effects.
The general result of the Baghdad railway convention—•
which appeared to be aimed directly against Great Britain's
position in the Middle East, and therefore to form a menace
to India—and the British monopoly of the Persian oil fields
was still further to prejudice Anglo-Turkish political rela-
tions, and to drive Turkey more and more to look to Berlin,
for support. In 1908, when Enver Pasha and the " Young
Turks" overthrew the then-existing regime in Turkey and
set up the " Committee of Union and Progress" under
German auspices, Turkish policy became markedly anti-Bri-
tish and aimed at the destruction of British prestige in
Mohammedan eyes. In this, the chief agency which Turko-
German policy sought to use was a *f religiousw one—that
is, the hatred of Islam for Christianity—because about
this time there had arisen two important politico-religious
movements which were stirring the Middle East pro-
foundly. These movements were te Pan-Islamism." and
" Pan-Turanianism." Although the two were mutually
antagonistic in principle—the first being inspired by religious

